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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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EXAMINER 'S AMENDMENT 

1. Claims 1-28 are allowed. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Joseph M. Butscher on 9/29/2008. 

4. The application has been amended as follow: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A system supporting the indirect control of at least one 
media peripheral, the system comprising: 
a first television in a first home; 

a first storage in the first home, the first storage for storing media, and having a first 
network protocol address with respect to a first user in the first home; 

a user interface displayed on the first television in the first home, the user interface 
having at least one view comprising a representation of media available for consumption, the 
user interface supporting delivery of media from the first home to a second home; 

a second storage in [[a]] the second home, and having a second network protocol address 
with respect to a second user in the second home, wherein the second user is known to the first 
user; 
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at least one media peripheral, in the second home, communicatively coupled to the 
second storage; and 

server software that maintains a user defined association of the first and second network 
protocol addresses and that receives via a communication network a request that identifies one of 
the associated first and second network protocol addresses, one of the at least one media 
peripheral, and at least one media peripheral command selected by a user at the first home, and 
responds by identifying the other of the associated first and second network protocol addresses to 
support control from the first home, via the communication network, of the identified one of the 
at least one media peripheral, at the second home, according to the at least one media peripheral 
command. 

2. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the first and second 
network protocol addresses are one of an Internet protocol (IP) address, a media access control 
(MAC) address, or an electronic serial number (ESN). 

3. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one 
media peripheral comprises one or more of a digital camera, a digital camcorder, an MP3 player, 
a home juke-box system, a multi-media personal digital assistant (PDA), and/or a mobile multi- 
media gateway device. 

4. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the media comprises 
one or more of audio, a still image, video, and data. 
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5. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the media comprises real-time video. 

6. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one 
media peripheral command comprises one or more of on, off, select, play, capture, download, 
erase, delete, zoom, focus, pan, tilt, set compression format, set resolution, set frame rate, set 
quality, rewind, fast forward, scan, list, skip, and/or check status. 

7. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the communication 
network comprises one or more of a cable infrastructure, a satellite network infrastructure, a 
digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a 
wired infrastructure, and/or a wireless infrastructure. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the communication network is the 
Internet. 

9. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 further comprising: a user interface, 
at the first home, for identifying wherein the user interface identifies at least one of the second 
home, the at least one media peripheral, and the at least one media peripheral command; and the 
user interface supporting at least one media channel. 
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10. (Currently amended) A system supporting the indirect control of at least one 
media peripheral, the system comprising: 
a television in a first home; 

a first storage in [[a]] the first home that stores media, and having a first network address 
with respect to a first user in the first home; 

a user interface displayed on the television in the first home, the user interface having at 
least one view comprising a representation of media available for consumption, the user interface 
supporting delivery of media from the first home to a second home; 

a second storage in [[a]] the second home, and having a second network address with 
respect to a second user in the second home, wherein the second user is known to the first user; 

set top box circuitry, in the first home, communicatively coupled to the first storage and 
the second storage; 

at least one media peripheral, in the second home, communicatively coupled to the 
second storage; and 

server software that maintains a user defined association of the first and second network 
addresses and that receives a request that identifies one of the associated first and second 
network addresses, one of the at least one media peripheral in the second home, and at least one 
media peripheral command selected at the first home, and responds by identifying the other of 
the associated first and second network addresses to support control, via a communication 
network, of the identified one of the at least one media peripheral, according to the at least one 
media peripheral command. 
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11. (Previously presented) The system of claim 10 wherein the media 
comprises one or more of audio, a still image, video, and/or data. 

12. (Previously presented) The system of claim 10 wherein the at least one 
media peripheral comprises one or more of a digital camera, a digital camcorder, an MP3 player, 
a home juke-box system, a multi-media personal digital assistant (PDA), and/or a mobile multi- 
media gateway device. 

13. (Previously presented) The system of claim 10 wherein the first and second 
network addresses are one of an Internet protocol (IP) address, a media access control (MAC) 
address, or an electronic serial number (ESN). 

14. (Previously presented) The system of claim 10 wherein the communication 
network comprises one or more of a cable infrastructure, a satellite network infrastructure, a 
digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a 
wired infrastructure, and/or a wireless infrastructure. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 10 wherein the communication network is the 
Internet. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 10 wherein the server software forwards 
media from the at least one media peripheral to the set top box circuitry. 
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17. (Original) The system of claim 10 wherein the server software is at a location 
separate from the first home and the second home. 

18. (Currently amended) A system supporting the indirect control of at least one 
media peripheral, the system comprising: 

a television in a first home; 

a first storage, in [[a]] the first home, that stores media; 

a user interface displayed on the television in the first home, the user interface having at 
least one view comprising a representation of media available for consumption, the user interface 
supporting delivery of media from the first home to the second home; 

at least one media peripheral, in [[a]] the second home; 

set top box circuitry, in the first home, communicatively coupled via a communication 
network, to exchange media between the first storage and the at least one media peripheral, the at 
least one media peripheral being configured to be indirectly controlled by the set top box 
circuitry in the first home; and 

server software that maintains a user defined association of first and second network 
protocol addresses with respect to first and second users, respectively, in the first and second 
homes, respectively, wherein the first and second users know one another, the server software 
supports the delivery of at least one media peripheral command to the at least one media 
peripheral, and the exchange of media between the at least one media peripheral and the set top 
box circuitry. 
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19. (Previously presented) The system of claim 18 wherein the media 
comprises one or more of audio, a still image, video, real-time video, and/or data. 

20. (Previously presented) The system of claim 18 wherein the at least one 
media peripheral command comprises one or more of on, off, select, play, capture, download, 
erase, delete, zoom, focus, pan, tilt, set compression format, set resolution, set frame rate, set 
quality, rewind, fast forward, scan, list, skip, and/or check status. 

21 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 8 wherein the communication 
network comprises one or more of a cable infrastructure, a satellite network infrastructure, a 
digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a 
wired infrastructure, and/or a wireless infrastructure. 

22. (Previously presented) The system of claim 18 wherein the at least one 
media peripheral comprises one or more of a digital camera, a digital camcorder, an MP3 player, 
a home juke-box system, a multi-media personal digital assistant (PDA), and/or a mobile multi- 
media gateway device. 

23. (Currently amended) A system supporting the indirect control of at least one 
media peripheral, the system comprising: 
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set top box circuitry connected to a television , in a first home, communicatively coupled 
to control a media peripheral at a second home; 

a user interface displayed on the television in the first home, the user interface having at 
least one view comprising a representation of media available for consumption, the user interface 
supporting delivery of media from the first home to the second home; and 

software that maintains a user defined association of first and second network protocol 
addresses with respect to first and second users, respectively, in the first and second homes, 
respectively, wherein the first and second users know one another, the software receives via a 
communication network a request that identifies one of the associated first and second network 
protocol addresses, and responds by identifying the other of the associated first and second 
network protocol addresses to support control from the first home, by the set top box circuitry, 
via the communication network, of the media peripheral at the second home. 

24. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23 wherein the first and second 
network protocol addresses are one of an Internet protocol (IP) address, a media access control 
(MAC) address, or an electronic serial number (ESN). 

25. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23 wherein the media 
peripheral comprises one or more of a digital camera, a digital camcorder, an MP3 player, a 
home juke-box system, a multi-media personal digital assistant (PDA), and/or a mobile multi- 
media gateway device. 
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26. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23 wherein the communication 
network comprises one or more of a cable infrastructure, a satellite network infrastructure, a 
digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a 
wired infrastructure, and/or a wireless infrastructure. 

27. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23 wherein the communication 
network is the Internet. 

28. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23 further comprising: a user 
interface, at the first home, for identifying at least one of the second home, the media peripheral, 
and at least one media peripheral command; and the user interface supporting at least one media 
channel. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liangche A. Wang whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to 5:00 
pm. 
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7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571)272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Liang-che Alex Wang 
September 30, 2008 

/Liangche A. Wang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2453 



